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GIORIA O€l lutheRAN Church

Rev. Mary T. Duerksen, Pastor
Please see page 15 for contact information

Sunday Worship with Holy Communion: 10:30 AM

Adult Bible Study and Confirmation Class (7th grade+): 9:15 AM
Sunday School for children ages 3 years to 6th grade: 10:30 AM

elcome to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church!

You're invited to join us in worship each
Sunday at 10:30 AM. Those who are interested in
becoming a member of our congregation, please
speak with Pastor Mary Duerksen, 248-373-5222
(office), 734-362-8010 (home) or email her at pas-
tor@gloriadei.cc

The calendar and worship assistant list is now on a handy insert
included with this newsletter. Additional copies are available at
church or it can be downloaded at www.GloriaDei.cc.

Please remember all in need of prayer, including
Delores Steensma, Dan Palm, Ellen Whitmore, Shanelle Baker, the
Rupp Family, Maria Torrez, the family of Mildred Fish, Sherry Patter-
son, family of Bishop John H.K. Schreiber, family of Luella Saddler, Pe-
ter Vidlund, family of Marty Kopitz, Don and Marlene Fichtor, David
Glazemere, Rhonda Chilkott, Mrs. Hall, Jeff Gorecki, Joe and Renee
Webster, Cheryl Barrie, Lauren Wright, Carol, Leola Morris, Lorna
Grant, Pear Baker, Anike Livingston, Chris Wollack, Mary Vidor, Edith
Corey, Gary Robert Awdish, Don Steensma, Kay and Lindsay Hissom,
John Sulaica, Juan Sulaica, Adele Rupp, Trudy Kopitz, Nancy Kelly, Bill
Ginman, Bill Klein, Patti Amshay, Ed Mooney, Donna Williamson.

) GLORIA O€l lutherRAN Church

From the desk of the Pastor

REV. MARY T. DUERKSEN

his past July we received a heartfelt letter from Bishop Schreiber, intro-

ducing a key part of his vision for the SE Mich Synod-being a “Whoever
church that by grace can grow everywhere”. This letter concerned the
‘whoever’ part of that vision statement.

“We continue to be a synod where 96% of the bap- FROM THE
tized membership is white in an area where over 7
25% of the population are persons of color or
whose primary language is other than English. I
have also said that based on our vision, we as a
synod need to make mission, leadership and com-
bating poverty our top priorities in our work to-
gether. Racism hinders mission, hampers leader-
ship and helps sustain poverty locally and global-

ly. Enclosed is a document for the consideration P ASTO R
of every congregation of the synod. Itis a Cove-

nant of Racial Reconciliation that has already been adopted by the Synod
Council with the intent of encouraging every congregation to join the lead-
ership of this synod in its” adoption...I would like to encourage you to con-
sider introducing the covenant to the congregation during worship on Ref-
ormation Sunday, which is October 26, 2008, as a reminder that the church
is constantly in need of renewal and reform. Jesus reminds us of the Gospel
for that Sunday, “You shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free’.”

In early September we received a letter from Interim Bishop Kenneth Olson,
also requesting our affirmation of the covenant and introducing it on Octo-
ber 26t during worship. Your Council will receive the Covenant and re-
view it at their October meeting. Copies are available for your perusal now
at the church office. It is my heartfelt prayer that we can, as a congregation
and a cluster, send an affirmation of this covenant as soon as it is reasona-
bly possible.

No one likes to talk about racism-it makes us uncomfortable, angry, resent-
ful and sad. Usually, all at the same time. In our areas some of the memo-
ries of racial conflict are still fresh. It is a struggle we engage in all of our
lives-no one ever really solves it this side of the Kingdom. And I don’t want
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to belabor the issue either. But we know that the reality of life in SE Michi-
gan is a life among a diverse population, one which we hope to encompass
within the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We at Gloria Dei are already seeing the
results of our openness to all God’s children and our eager welcome of sev-
eral new families from a variety of backgrounds. We praise God for this! I
also pray that we can lead the way in our cluster and Synod with an early
adoption of the Covenant-and not just with our token affirmation, but with
our full commitment to work, pray, worship and live like Jesus would have
us-without regard to differences between people.

Yours in Christ,

VvV ar I e K4 eq

Pastor Mary

New adult gathering on
on Tuesday evenings

You are here

¥

NEW ADULT GATHERING FOR
FELLOWSHIP,
SUPPORT AND LEARNING

“Balance-Living with Life’s Demands”
Feeling like your life is out of balance?
Not sure what a balanced life even looks like?
Join us on Tuesdays @ 6:30 for food, fellowship and discussion

A simple meal will be provided. Discussion will center around “Balance-
Living with Life’s Demands”. Each week we’ll share a meal, time to check
in with each other and use provided materials to discuss various images
related to the topic. Everyone is welcome-bring a friend or two. Donations
to cover the cost of the meal will be accepted. The group will meet in the
library.

4 GLORIA O€l LutherRAN church

Your Congregational
Life teams need YOU!

t the February meeting, your council approved a slight restruc-

turing of our operations. According to our bylaws, the Church
Council appoints the number of committees and task forces each
year that it feels is necessary to carry out
our mission. While we have several
hard-working and loyal folks working
on some areas, job transfers, illness and
other conditions have required that oth-
ers back away from their teams. The
following is a brief description of teams
which have the most critical needs. Z -

\\

Service and Fellowship - Chaired by Gene and Delores Steensma

Responsible for Coffee hour, Dining out with Gloria, Advent and Lent
meals, WELCA, social events and fundraisers, kitchen and supplies, funeral
meals. Needs additional people to support these events

Outreach - No current chairperson

Coordinate soft-evangelism, seek ways to bring community in and us out;
follow up with visitors, shepherd new people, oversee the welcome center.
This critical team currently has no chairperson or members.

Publicity — Chaired by Scott Johnson

Newsletter, website, press releases, signs, mailings, information manage-
ment. This team needs some additional helpers, especially those willing to
work on press releases and mailings.

Serving - No current chairperson

Oversee collections of items for needy, mittens, prayer shawls, Lighthouse
baskets, other ‘in-kind” offerings. This team need a chairperson and help-
ers.

Won’t you prayerfully consider how you can help with these impor-

tant parts of our ministry? See Gene Steensma or any Council
member if you are able to be part of these teams.
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Helping Hands...Helping Others

everal projects are coming up that you can get involved in, in order to
demonstrate God’s love.

1. The Mich. Department of Human Services is asking churches to coordi-
nate Thanksgiving baskets for needy families. Through their work with
people in poverty, they can offer us names of families right here in our area
who need the most help. We will be coming to you with this information
quite soon-and trusting the deep devotion to helping others that is part of
Gloria Dei’s identity.

2. Lighthouse has once again asked us

.
to help with packing Thanksgiving -
baskets and with setting up the Ig ﬁWg@

Christmas store. The dates and details of Oakland County, Inc.

are posted in the E. Narthex, along with

sign-up sheets. If you can even help for 1 hour-sign up. If you need a ride-
sign up. If you want more info-ask me or Gene Steensma. If you are feeling
a financial pinch-and who isn’t-maybe you can give some time. Tithing our
time is part of our Christian stewardship, and these are great ways to do
that.

3. The Lighthouse baskets will remain ready
to receive any donations you might be able to
give. A new list of requested items is also
available in the Narthex on the table near the
baskets. And thanks again to Gene Steensma
for taking the latest load up to Lighthouse.

Clean-Up Day will be October 25

ress warm and come to church to clean up the Gloria Dei property on

Saturday, October 25 at 9:00 AM. Please bring your own yard tools
(you may want to mark them with your name for easy identification). We’ll
have a pizza and pop lunch around noon. Hope to see you there!

6 GLORIA O€l lutherRAN Church

For All The Saints

Sunday, November 2nd is All Saints Sunday.
During our morning worship we will be re-
membering the names of loved ones who are
now part of the church triumphant, especially
those members of Gloria Dei who have
passed on since last All Saints Sunday.

Please submit names of people you wish re-
membered via either the form on the follow-
ing page, or the sign-in inserts in the weekly
bulletins. If you can’t be in worship and
want someone remembered, please call the
church office and leave a message or email
Pastor with the information at pastor@gloriadei.cc

A special Memorial Service in memory of Bishop John H. K. Schreiber will
be held on November 2nd at Sylvan Lake Lutheran Church, at 3:30 PM
Many of the folks living in this area were not able to be part of the funeral
service for Bishop Schreiber last August, and Sylvan Lake Lutheran Church
graciously offered to host a service in this area. If you are interested in at-
tending, see Pastor Mary for details. Sylvan Lake Lutheran Church is lo-
cated at 2399 Figa Ave. Orchard Lake, MI. 48324

The service will include music, holy communion, a reprise of Presiding Bi-
shop Mark Hansen’s funeral sermon (via DVD) and an affirmation of the
Covenant of Reconciliation (see Pastor’s article elsewhere). Refreshments
will follow, provided through the generosity of Sylvan Lake Lutheran
Church.

Job - God’s Favorite

You think you have miseries? Meet Job-God’s “friend”.
It’s hard to imagine how much one man could suffer and
still be alive before this guy came along. Join us Thurs-
days @ 11:00 to find out how the Book of Job discusses
the great questions of life-God’s power, God’s existence,
the meaning of suffering, the power of faith.
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Remembering all the Saints
Gloria Dei celebrates All Saints Sunday on November 2

The custom of commemorating all of the saints of the
church on a single day goes back at least to the third cen-
tury. Our All Saints Day (actually November 1) cele-
brates the baptized people of God, living or dead, who
make up the body of Christ. On All Saints Sunday we
will remember the faithful who have died during the past
year as well.

You are invited to list below all persons who have died in the faith, so that
they might be remembered in a prayer of thanksgiving on Sunday, No-
vember 4 during worship. We give thanks to God, giver of life, for these
people, for God’s gift of faith to these “saints,” and the impact of their
Christian faith on others. Please fill out the form below, and return it to
Gloria Dei. You can drop it in the offering plate on Sunday or mail it back.
Please print all information, and indicate whether your loved one has
passed away since last All Saints” Sunday.

All are invited to the Harvest Soup Luncheon following the worship service on No-
vember 2. The Gloria Dei Women of the ELCA will be hosting the luncheon. If
you are able, please bring a cup of cut up vegetables to add to the soup stock, or
bring a side dish or dessert. We're sure there will be plenty for all!

clip here-----
IN REMEMBERANCE

Name

[[] Check here if this person died after November 4, 2007
Requested by

Relationship

Name

[] Check here if this person died after November 4, 2007
Requested by

Relationship

Name

[] Check here if this person died after November 4, 2007
Requested by

Relationship

g GLORIA O€l lutherRAN Church

Church Days is October 17-18

1l members of SE Mich. Synod

congregations are invited to Church
Days 2008. This year’s topic is
“Congregational Leadership in Anxious
Times”. It features main speaker Dr. Peter
Steinke, who is a pastor and counselor as well
as a church consultant. Dr. Steinke’s theme
will be based on his Healthy Congregations
work-including offering us training on this
important topic. Other events will include a
Synod-wide potluck Friday night (we are Lutherans, after all!), worship,
workshops and resource tables. Here are the details:

Friday, Oct. 17th
6:00PM  9th Annual Synod-Wide potluck. Bring a dish to pass.
Beverages and table setting provided.
7:00PM  Session I with Dr. Steinke, followed by closing worship.
Leadership in Anxious Times

Saturday, Oct. 18th

9:00 AM  Session II with Dr. Steinke
Grieving in the Midst of Anxious Times

11:00 AM  Worship with Holy Communion

12:00PM  Lunch

1:00PM  Session IIl with Dr. Steinke
Mission, Survival and Change

210 PM  Session IV followed by closing remarks.
Resources for Dealing with Anxiety and Grief

Cost is $20/ person which includes Saturday Lunch. Church Days is held
this year at Zion Lutheran Church, 1501 W. Liberty in Ann Arbor

Sign-up on the Narthex bulletin board if you are interested-we can proba-
bly work out car pooling.
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Farewell to the Allbrittens!

Our congregation wishes Tim, Anjanette, Mat-
thew and Elizabeth Allbritten God’s blessings
as they embark on a move to Kansas later this
month. We thank Tim and Anjanette for all of their
dedication to our congregation, both volunteering in
many different capacities on several committees.
Anjanette has served as our office manager for the
past three years, and served on the church council and finance committee.
Tim served on the publicity team and also assisted with property commit-
tee projects. Their last Sunday in church will be Sunday, October 12. We'll
put their new address in the next issue of the DeiMinder.

Dining out with Gloria is October 23

]'oin us for an evening of fun, food and fellowship at Dining out with Glo-
ria, at Red Ox Restaurant in Auburn Hills on Thursday, October 23 at 7:00
PM. The restaurant is on Walton Blvd., east of Squirrel, across from Oak-
land University. Remember to invite FRAN (Friends, Relatives, Associates
: and Neighbors) to join us! If you plan on attend-
Q:\{"“ ng O, . ing, please indicate so on the Sunday attendance
'y sheet, or call the church office (248-373-5222), or
send an email to office@gloriadei.cc. If you sign
up and are not able to make it, please call the
church office so we can take you off the reserva-

. T
th G\ {}ﬂ\ tion list. Thank you!

Gloria Dei Rummage Sale
and Bake Sale a success!

he congregation raised nearly $700 from our September Rummage and

Bake Sale, which will also be matched by Thrivent Financial. We thank
everyone who worked tirelessly to help set everything up, worked at the
sale and helped clean up, including Roxanne Alfsen, Kathy Bellow, Pastor
Mary and Mike Duerksen, Jamie Firman, Gordy Green, Scott Johnson, Barb
Lucas, Al and Linda Nelson, Terry Rajala, and Gene Steensma. We also
thank all those who made baked goods and donated them to the sale.

10 GLORIA O€l lutherRAN Church

Mission Trip to Mercer
County, WV is October 4-9

lease pray for Pastor, Mike, Carl Bloom, Kathleen Bloom, Gordy Green

and other members of Beautiful Savior who are joining together to help
children, adults and seniors for a few days in the second poorest county in
the USA. During Pastor’s absence, please contact Pastor Lauren Kirsh-Carr
@ 248-646-5207 for any pastoral emergency. Thanks to Gene Steensma for
leading worship on October 5.

Mostly About People

~ . Alice Barrie was one of approximately 45,000 who
walked across the Big Mac Bridge on Labor Day. She
was joined by one of her grandsons, his girlfriend and
two great grandchildren. It took them about 1 and 1/2
hours because for most of the time the people could
only walk on one of the lanes because the car traffic
needed to drive on the other lane, so it was slow going.
But she enjoyed herself, and plans to do it
again............ Please keep Delores Steensma in your
prayers as she is being hospitalized after a recent fall. She and Gene
would like to thank everyone for their prayers, visits, phone calls and
cards............ Have you seen the ELCA on TV? Tune into the Travel
Channel daily until October 12 for a powerful look at how members are
sharing God'’s boundless love............ The Auburn Hills Public Library would
like us to announce that they have a free home delivery service to Auburn
Hills residents who are homebound. Volunteers bring library materials,
selected especially for you, to your home to enjoy on a regular basis. If you
would like more information, please call the library at 248-364-
6706............ Coffee Hour Hosts are needed for several upcoming Sundays.
Help is always available for those who are new to the congregation or would
need assistance. Please see Scott Johnson, Gene Steensma or Anjanette
Allbritten for assistance............ If you are reading a printed version of this
newsletter, did you know the DeiMinder is available via email instead?
Please contact Scott Johnson at scott.johnson @gloriadei.cc to
subscribe............ We have been asked to publicize the Cross of Christ
Lutheran Church 45th Annual Bloomfield Charity Antique Show, which will
be held October 10-11 at Cross of Christ (Lone Pine and Telegraph Roads
in Bloomfield Hills). The show will benefit the Crossroads Pregnancy
Center, the Detroit Resue Mission Ministries, Lutheran Special Education
Ministries, Detroit Urban Lutheran School and Lutheran Seminary Students.
For information, call 248-646-5886 or go to their website at
www.bloomfieldcross.org.
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Blessing of the Pets

he

O

Dei.
their
field

Johnson and his dog Molly pause for a picture with Pastor

Mary

12

Id in September

n September 27, the congregation held our
annual Blessing of the Pets service at Gloria
Cats, Dogs and even a bird were at church with
owners to be blessed. Afterwards, there was a
trip to Yates Cider Mill. (Shown at right: Scott

after the Blessing of the Pets service)

Visitors Jean Guertler, daughter Becky McKinnon and Pastor Mary
pose with Jean’s dog Molly after the Blessing of the Pets service

GLORIA O€l LUTheERAN ChuRch

Blessing of the Backpacks

"

-t

1

At the Rally Day worship service on September 14, Pastor Mary had a special
“blessing of the backpacks” and blessed all students and teachers returning to class
this fall.

Entertainment books are here!

Once again this year our congregation will be —
selling Entertainment Coupon Books to help ~ — = { 03;'.‘

raise money for our church. The books are $20 == —Ppe g

each and include coupons for restaurants, fast B, =

food, pizza, subs, dry cleaning, travel and more. —_— -_"":_-

Use the book just twice and most likely it'll pay
for itself! Please see Scott Johnson or Anjanette Allbritten if you are inter-
ested. If you would like to sell the books at your job, please ask Scott for a
fundraiser poster.

This year’s book is packed with over $17,400 in savings - 481 restaurant
discounts, 215 attraction discounts, 233 shopping discounts, movie ticket
discounts and over $10,000 in travel discounts. There are tons of great
places to save near you. Savings to places near Gloria Dei include dining
(O'Malley’s, Taste of Thailand, Rangoli’s, Alfoccino’s, Mountain Jack’s, Thai
Fortune), fast food/pizza (McDonald’s, Biggby Coffee, Cottage Inn Pizza),
attractions (Pump it Up, MeadowBrook Hall, and the Palace of Auburn
Hills), and don’t forget other brands like Best Buy, Barnes and Noble, Office
Depot, FTD, Target, PetSmart, Linens ‘n Things and Blockbuster! Ask loyal
Entertainment Book buyer Bill Williamson how he uses his book!
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ELCA resources online

Visit the ELCA website at www.ELCA.org for resources on helping oth-
ers (and yourself) with different topics. (Click on “Our Faith in Ac-
tion,” then “Life Transitions.”) American families face unique challenges —
sometimes conflicting internal dynamics, as well as external pressures from
society. In both cases, you can reach out to help friends, family members
and fellow congregation members dealing with today’s struggles. Topics
include:

Separation and Divorce - Reach out to families who are facing separation,
divorce, and the blending of families that often results.

Families and the Military - Find out how to help fellow members face the
grim realities of living with a child in the military.

First-Time Parents - It's not as easy as it seems! Learn
how to help families get through those beginning stages
of parenthood.

Late-Life Marriage - In these modern times, learn how
to include and support those who marry and have chil-
dren later in life.

Adoption - Access resources for families who have chosen adoption.

Domestic Violence - Get resources for how to help nurture families dealing
with domestic violence.

Supporting Adult Children - Some call it “Revolving Door” families. This arti-
cle provides help for families with children who move back as adults.

GLORIA O€l luTtheRAN Church

Congregational Information

Sunday Worship with Holy Communion: 10:30 AM

Sunday School: 10:30 AM * Adult Bible Study/Conf. Class: 9:15 AM

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church of Auburn Hills
A part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
2600 Pontiac Road ¢ Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326
Office Phone: 248-373-5222 ¢ Fax: 248-373-1198
Office eMail: office@gloriadei.cc  Online: www.gloriadei.cc

Rev. Mary T. Duerksen, Pastor
Home: 734-362-8010  Email: pastor@gloriadei.cc

Office Manager:

Anjanette Allbritten .....248-969-5838 ......... anjanette.allbritten @ gloriadei.cc
Communications Manager:

Scott Johnson ............ 248-652-6578 ......... scott.johnson @gloriadei.cc
Custodian:

Terry Rajala................ 248-884-6803

All are invited to the

Harvest Soup Luncheon
following the worship service on
November 2. The Gloria Dei
Women of the ELCA will be host-
ing the luncheon. If you are able,
please bring a cup of cut up vege-
tables to add to the soup stock, or
bring a side dish or dessert. We're
sure there will be plenty for all!
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Congregation Council

President:
Gene Steensma.......... 248-332-9647 ......... gene.steensma@gloriadei.cc
Vice President:
Ray Lucas .........ccce.... 248-321-5643.......... ray.lucas @ gloriadei.cc
Secretary:
Scott Johnson ............ 248-652-6578 ......... scott.johnson @gloriadei.cc
Treasurer:
Al Nelson.......ccccccee... 248-628-5625 ......... al.nelson@gloriadei.cc
Trustees:
Joyce Corey ............... 508-454-8925 ......... joyce.corey @gloriadei.cc
Gordon Green............ 248-666-1188 ......... gordongreen @ Ameritech.net
Barb Lucas................. 248-321-5653......... barb.lucas @gloriadei.cc
Lynette Morris ............ 810-678-2917 ......... lynette.morris @ gloriadei.cc
Rick Rajala................. 248-673-8721 ......... rick.rajala@ gloriadei.cc
Bruce Robertson ........ 248-623-6946 ......... bruce.robertson @gloriadei.cc
Delores Steensma......248-332-9647 ......... delores.steensma @gloriadei.cc

The congregation council meets each month on the 2nd Thursday of each month at
7:00 PM.

If you are interested in becoming a member of Gloria Dei, please contact Pastor
Mary Duerksen at 734-362-8010 or email heatherbrae @att.net
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