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GLORIA O€1 LutheRAN church

Rev. Mary T. Duerksen, Pastor
Please see page 11 for contact information

Sunday Worship with Holy Communion: 10:30 AM

Adult Bible Study and Confirmation Class (7th grade+): 9:15 AM
Sunday School for children ages 3 years to 6th grade: 10:30 AM

elcome to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church!

You're invited to join us in worship each
Sunday at 10:30 AM. Those who are interested in
becoming a member of our congregation, please
speak with Pastor Mary Duerksen, 248-373-5222
(office), 734-362-8010 (home) or email her at pas-
tor@gloriadei.cc

Please remember all in need of prayer, including
Please remember all those in need of prayer, including Peter Vid-
lund, John Duerksen, Delores Steensma, Robert Miller, Owen Farmer,
Lula Addison, Lorraine Sharpe, Joseph A. Pedrogo, Dan Palm, Ellen
Whitmore, Shanelle Baker, Scott Wilson, the Rupp family, Daniella
Blanchard, Melissa Baker, Takella Pepper, Maria Torrez, Sherry Patter-
son, Don and Marlene Fichtor, David Glazemere, Craig Fortuna,
Rhonda Chilkott, Mrs. Hall, Jerry Gorecki, Faye Gorecki, Jeff Gorecki,
Cheryl Barrie, Lauren Wright, Carol, Leola Morris, Lorna Grant, Pearl
Baker, Anike Livingston, Chris Wollack, Mary Vidor, Edith Corey, Gary
Robert Awdish, Don Steensma, Lindsay Hissom, John Sulaica, Juan
Sulaica, Adele Rupp, Trudy Kopitz, Nancy Kelly, Bill Ginman, Bill Klein,
Patti Amshay, Ed Mooney, Donna Williamson.

: ﬂi ng o Join us for an evening of fun, food and fellowship at
Q' ¢~  Dining out with Gloria, at Stir Crazy Restaurant on
Thursday, November 20, at 7:00 PM The restaurant is
located in Great Lakes Crossing Mall. Remember to
invite FRAN (Friends, Relatives, Associates and
e 7 {\b Neighbors) to join us! If you plan on attending, please
/ 1 G \O indicate so on the Sunday attendance sheet, or call the
church office (248-373-5222), or send an email to office@gloriadei.cc. If you
sign up and are not able to make it, please call the church office. Thank
you!
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From the desk of the Pastor

REV. MARY T. DUERKSEN

I communicate with many friends through a social networking site. A

goodly number of those friends are pastors-and a big portion of them
seem to be having funerals in the last few weeks. Over the nearly quarter-
century (June 1, 2009) I have been a pastor, I have seen this phenomenon
repeated frequently. It is as though folks battling severe illnesses or other
physical-emotional-spiritual challenges see another winter coming and they

FROM THE
stopped to see one such person, Jean, who was an
elderly person battling stomach cancer. All that -
spring and summer she had been full of

let themselves give up on life. Many years ago I

determination and spirit-vowing to fight the
disease and keep on enjoying her life. That
November day I visited her was cold but bright

and sunny (that’s Fall in the UP-and snow too).

We were talking a bit here and there and she
seemed to lose track of the conversation. When I PASTO R

followed her gaze I saw that she was looking out

the window of their living room. I didn’t say anything right away, but after
some time passed I asked her what she was looking at. “Is the ground fro-
zen yet,” she asked? Right then, I knew she was facing a different reality.
You see, in that part of the world, as in many Northern states, the ground
freezes so deep that you can’t bury people during the winter months. You
can hold the funeral and all, but the actual burial might not take place until
spring. All the funeral directors have ‘cold storage” holding areas in which
they keep the caskets and remains until the burial can take place. So when
Jean asked me that question, I knew exactly what she was thinking. She
was figuring out how much longer she could hold on and thinking it would
be so much easier on her family if she died before the ground froze too
deeply.

She passed into the Church Triumphant a couple days before
Thanksgiving. And since it was still early in the cold season, her burial was
able to take place the day of the funeral.
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write this now, so many years later, because the
Fall season and the end of the Church Year
always remind me of that experience with this
dear lady and her family. We see around us
the signs of the world entering into the cold

bleakness of winter. Many if not all the leaves
e have turned and fallen. The mornings and nights are
colder, and the wind is developing a sharp edge to it as we walk from place
to place. Sunrise and sunset are definitely getting closer together.

In the Church Year, the scripture lessons find a new intensity, offering
us urgent messages about preparation for the end times, about the need to
be alert and watchful for the Second Coming, about the absolute mandate
to strive for justice on behalf of God’s Kingdom. Sometimes these texts are
hard for us to wrestle with. We don’t live in such an intense time, as did
the early Christians.

Or do we?

While I wouldn’t go so far as to say that the current economic melt-
down in the world, the US and in Michigan are signs of the end times, I do
believe the anxiety and stress this has caused may affect people spiritually
in ways they haven’t experienced before. In all periods of history, times of
great distress have prompted thoughtful people to search for meaning in
the midst of suffering. Those searches take people into some dark corners
seeking solace and comfort. Unfortunately, in our times, people often seek
solace through behaviors that only increase misery-substance abuse,
spouse/ child abuse, gambling and other reckless activities. These difficul-
ties affect everyone-believers and unbelievers.

It is appropriate, therefore, for the church to speak at such times. There
is a need for believers to maintain their own strength and hopefulness in
the midst of such high anxiety and despair as we encounter on a daily basis.
Every morning’s newscast seems to be filled with more signs of the highly
stressed times we live in-the rates of suicide, arson, murder, assault and
theft are all rising. You can’t even stand in line in the grocery store without
hearing people talk-to strangers!-about how worried they are, about how
their jobs are gone, or hanging by a thread. I hear at least one or two con-
versations like this every day.
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So what do we say? It is easy to place blame-on greedy businesses, on
politicians of either party, on unscrupulous lenders, the list can go on and
on. And blaming never solved or changed anything.

I think the church is called to stand firm in times like these-and not just
with words, but with deeds empowered by the Holy Spirit. It just may be
that God will use these anxious times to open people’s hearts and souls to
hear His voice, to seek him where they haven’t looked before. We need to
be ready. We need to be on the front edge.

First of all, and last of all, we need to intensify
our prayer lives. Connecting more closely with the
Lord is the only sure way I know that will help peo-
ple manage crisis and worry. Stronger relationships
with the Lord will strengthen us to withstand and cope
with all that life may throw our way.

Next, I think it is important for us as a congregation to build up our ef-
forts at helping those who are suffering the most-older people and children.

1. Let’s make a concerted effort to keep those Lighthouse baskets filled.

2. Let's make sure we are able to respond to the genuine needs that come
our way. Right now | am aware of a mother of 7 who lives in Auburn Hills,
and who just got laid off from her nursing assistant job. She is not sitting
around feeling sorry for herself, she’s out there getting applications in
and working her network of friends trying to get something going for
herself. She called me and asked if we were doing anything for Christmas
gifts for families turned away by the agencies in our area. And they are
turning people away because the demand is so great this year. It is al-
ready too late to sign up for Thanksgiving or Christmas help from Light-
house and the Salvation Army. And that was last week-still in October.
Can you help me help this family? | will be working with the Auburn Hills
Rotary who also wants to help adopt families in our area this year. But we
will need to do our part too. Talk to me if you want to help this family.
These children range in age from 16 to 2 months, and need warm clothes
as the winter approaches. She is not asking for ‘frills’-but like most par-
ents doesn’t want to let her family down.

3. We need to get those scarf, hat and mitten trees out even earlier this year-
it's cold right now-and people will need these items long before Christ-
mas. Let’s see if we can fill them a couple of times this winter. And per-
haps we can think, as we shop or knit, of the seniors in our communities
who might not be able to afford gloves or hats or scarves as well.
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4. Among our Gloria Dei family | can't emphasize enough, that we must
stand by each other. And that means to communicate, my dear friends.
We can’t help if we don’t know. So don’t hesitate to tell me or a Council
member if you are aware of someone’s need. We all have pride and be-
come upset and ashamed when we have to ask for help. But these are ex-
treme times, my friends. Much of the suffering caused by the current
economic woes are not under the control of any individual, especially
those of us who inhabit the middle or lower income brackets.

I challenge each of my readers to pray about and think about what else
could be added to this list. What #5, 6 or 7 should follow the first four ef-
forts I have suggested?

The greatest danger I see in these exceptionally difficult times is that of
isolation. That any of us, or our loved ones, can withdraw further and fur-
ther from those who can help them. That desperation and suffering causes
people to hold back and stay away from Sunday worship-our of life and
renewal. Please don’t do that. Please don’t let others do that. If you look
around in the pews and see that someone’s usual place has been empty for
a few weeks-give them a call. If you know someone who just can’t drive
anymore or who can’t afford to drive anymore, offer them a ride. It is really
pretty simple-keep in mind what Jesus said-“as often as you do these things
for these, the least of my little ones, you do it for me.”

VvV ar I e K4 tan

Pastor Mary Duerksen

Advent is coming!

elieve it or not-Advent begins on November

30t this year. Our 2008 Advent Theme is:
“Everyone’s Welcome at the Manger”. There will
be theme-related activities each Sunday, and also
on the three Wednesdays in Advent. Evening ser-
vices include a potluck dinner, Holden Evening
Prayer and special enhancements each week. Pastor is in need of help with
setting up and gathering/creating materials for Advent. A sign-up sheet
will be posted in the Narthex if you can help. Watch the December
Deiminder for more details.
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Calling all veterans!

Sunday, November 9t we will be honoring our veterans in anticipation of
the November 11th National Veterans Day. You are invited to wear a
portion of your uniform or medals/ribbons
if you so desire. Our Sunday service will
include a time to honor and remember our
courageous fellow-citizens who risked their
lives for our freedoms. If you have friends
who are veterans and they don’t have a
place to worship-this would be an ideal
Sunday to invite them.

Thanksgiving Eve service
will be November 26

hanksgiving Eve Service will be held on Wednesday, November 26t at

7:00 PM. We hope you will be able to bring visiting friends and rela-
tives and join us as we offer praise and thanksgiving to the One who blesses
us with all that we have.

Mission Trip to Mercer
County, WV was in October

Pastor Mary, Mike Duerksen, Gordy Green, Carl Bloom, Kathleen Bloom,
and other members of Beautiful Savior joined together to help children,
adults and seniors for a few days in the second-poorest county in the USA
in October.
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Walk with CSUS

very day is a walk with Jesus. We Christians believe life is spent in the
Epresence of our Lord. Therefore, we can talk about every day as a day

during which we walk with Jesus. Some days we feel Jesus’ presence.
Some days we feel quite a distance from Jesus. We boldly proclaim that, re-
gardless of how we feel, Jesus is there. Jesus walks with us every day.

As we who are Gloria Dei Lutheran Church consider our financial stewardship
over the next few weeks, you will be asked to think about your use of money
and possessions as a part of your walk with Jesus. This is most appropriate,
because when Jesus walked this earth with his disciples, he often talked about
money and possessions. If money was a part of Jesus’ first walk on this earth,
it should be a part of our walk with Jesus today.

We believe that everything we have is a trust from God, given to us to care for
and manage. What we do with our money is very much a part of our relation-
ship with our Lord. This will be our focus in the coming weeks.

For three consecutive Sundays we will read a bulletin insert and hear a talk in
worship. For three weeks, we will each receive a letter from the congregation.
All of these will focus on our walk with Jesus, and how money plays an impor-
tant part in this walk.

Then, on the following Sunday, each member of Gloria Dei will have the op-
portunity to complete an estimate of giving card. On this card, each of us will
indicate our plan for giving for the coming year. This will not only be a plan
for giving to Gloria Dei, it will also be a plan for how we will walk with Jesus in
the coming year.
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Your Congregational
Life teams need YOU!

a
At the February meeting, your council approved ﬁﬁgjﬁ S

a slight restructuring of our operations. Ac-
cording to our bylaws, the Church Council appoints the number of commit-
tees and task forces each year that it feels is necessary to carry out our mis-
sion. While we have several hard-working and loyal folks working on
some areas, job transfers, illness and other conditions have required that
others back away from their teams. The following is a brief description of
teams which have the most critical needs.

Service and Fellowship - Chaired by Gene and Delores Steensma

Responsible for Coffee hour, Dining out with Gloria, Advent and Lent
meals, WELCA, social events and fundraisers, kitchen and supplies, funeral
meals. Needs additional people to support these events

Outreach - No current chairperson

Coordinate soft-evangelism, seek ways to bring community in and us out;
follow up with visitors, shepherd new people, oversee the welcome center.
This critical team currently has no chairperson or members.

Publicity — Chaired by Scott Johnson

Newsletter, website, press releases, signs, mailings, information manage-
ment. This team needs some additional helpers, especially those willing to
work on press releases and mailings.

Serving - No current chairperson

Oversee collections of items for needy, mittens, prayer shawls, Lighthouse
baskets, other ‘in-kind” offerings. This team need a chairperson and help-
ers.

Won't you prayerfully consider how you can help with these important
parts of our ministry? See Gene Steensma or any Council member if you
are able to be part of these teams.

Job - God’s Favorite

You think you have miseries? Meet Job-God's “friend”.
It’s hard to imagine how much one man could suffer and
still be alive before this guy came along. Join us Thurs-
days @ 11:00 to find out how the Book of Job discusses
the great questions of life-God’s power, God’s existence,
the meaning of suffering, the power of faith.
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MOStIy About People Coffee Hour Hosts are needed for

several upcoming Sundays. Help is always available for those who are new
to the congregation or would need assistance.
Please see Scott Johnson or Gene Steensma for
assistance............ Join the adult discussion group,
“Balance — Living with Life’s Demands at Gloria Dei,
Tuesdays at 6:30 PM for food, fellowship and dis-
cussion. Feeling like your life is out of balance? Not
sure what a balanced life even looks like? Dona-
tions to cover the cost of the meal will be accepted.
Everyone is welcome — bring a friend or two............... Chocoholics take
note! They can now ship chocolate to Michigan again, so check the fair
traded products display in the narthex and indicate your preference for what
kind of chocolate you’d like us to order. Also, we apologize we had a price
increase on the coffee, due to increased transportation charges. See the
new prices on the display............ We thank all who helped out with our
October clean-up day, including Dorothy Chilkott, Jamie and Derek Firman,
Gordy Green, Scott Johnson, Al Nelson, Rick and Terry Rajala, Gene
Steensma, and the Oakland County WWAM patrticipants............ The Food
Pantry at Good Samaritan Lutheran Church (formerly Mt. Hope ) runs on
the second and fourth Saturdays of the month, and volunteers are needed
to help out. Please see Pastor Mary for details .......... If you are reading a
printed version of this newsletter, did you know the DeiMinder is available
via email instead? Please contact Scott Johnson at
scott.johnson @gloriadei.cc to subscribe............... Cross of Christ Lutheran
Church’s Upward Basketball and Cheerleading League is now accepting
participants. Upward is a Christian league where every child plays, every
child learns, and every child is a winner! Open to girls

- A and boys in grades 1-4. Cost is $70; registrations must
:ajF
= | U

You are here

be in by Nov. 21. For information, visit their website at
bloomfieldcross.org or call 248-375-2332............... Scott
Wilson, a 29-year-old Waterford Township man was shot
in an attempted robbery on September 9. His injuries
sustained in the shooting were so severe, he is now paralyzed. Without
health insurance and two children to support, the bills (especially medical)
are adding up. A benefit dinner is being held on Sunday, November 9 at
the Waterford Eagles in Waterford , 12-6 PM . A donation of $10 per adult
and $5 per child will be accepted at the door. All other donations can be
made to Scott Wilson, c/o Credit Union One, 3805 Highland Rd., Waterford,
MI 48328. The benefit dinner will feature a cash bar, 50/50 raffles, bake
sale and a silent auction. The Wilson family thanks you for your support!

The calendar and worship assistant list is now on a handy insert included
with this newsletter. Additional copies are available at church or it can be
downloaded at www.GloriaDeij.cc.
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GLORIA O€l LuTthe€RAN Church

Congregational Information

Sunday Worship with Holy Communion: 10:30 AM

Sunday School: 10:30 AM * Adult Bible Study/Conf. Class: 9:15 AM

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church of Auburn Hills
A part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
2600 Pontiac Road ¢ Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326
Office Phone: 248-373-5222 ¢ Fax: 248-373-1198
Office eMail: office @gloriadei.cc  Online: www.gloriadei.cc

Rev. Mary T. Duerksen, Pastor
Home: 734-362-8010  Email: pastor@gloriadei.cc

Office Assistant:

Steve Green............... 248-373-5222 ......... office @gloriadei.cc
Communications Manager/Acting Office Support:

Scott Johnson ............ 248-652-6578 ......... scott.johnson@gloriadei.cc
Custodian:

Terry Rajala................ 248-884-6803

Congregation Council

President:

Gene Steensma.......... 248-332-9647 ......... gene.steensma@gloriadei.cc
Vice President:

Ray Lucas...........c....... 248-321-5643.......... ray.lucas @ gloriadei.cc
Secretary:

Scott Johnson ............ 248-652-6578 ......... scott.johnson@gloriadei.cc
Treasurer:

Al Nelson..........cceeeuee 248-628-5625 ......... al.nelson@gloriadei.cc
Trustees:

Joyce Corey ............... 508-454-8925 ......... joyce.corey @gloriadei.cc

Gordon Green............ 248-666-1188 ......... gordongreen @ Ameritech.net

Barb Lucas................. 248-321-5653.......... barb.lucas @gloriadei.cc

Lynette Morris ............ 810-678-2917 ......... lynette.morris @ gloriadei.cc

Rick Rajala................. 248-673-8721 ......... rick.rajala @ gloriadei.cc

Bruce Robertson ........ 248-623-6946 ......... bruce.robertson @ gloriadei.cc

Delores Steensma......248-332-9647 ......... delores.steensma@gloriadei.cc

The congregation council meets each month on the 2nd Thursday of each month at
7:00 PM.

If you are interested in becoming a member of Gloria Dei, please contact Pastor
Mary Duerksen at 734-362-8010 or email heatherbrae @ att.net
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